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Advent Message from your Pastor
My dear Parishioners
It is just over three months that I have been parish priest of Holy Family Parish. I want to thank all of you for
the warm welcome you have afforded me. This is truly a wonderful parish to be in and I am looking forward
to working with all of you – laity, religious and ordained.
This is my first message in The Connection and at what an appropriate time too! This issue coincides with the
beginning of the season of Advent. Traditionally, the season of Advent has been one of hope. It still is.
Preparation for Christmas is an important theme for Advent, but more is involved. Advent gives us a vision of
our lives as Christians and shows us the possibilities of life. The vision of life that Advent gives us is twofold;
it looks back at the first coming of Christ at Bethlehem and it looks to the future when Christ will come again.
In the interval between these two events, we find meaning for our life as Christians.
First we celebrate Christ-become-human. We view his life and experience, his presence as a human being in our
history. Christ came to show us what life can and should be. He gave us true and valid principles by which we can
live true and valid lives. But Jesus knew that the human heart could not live in isolation. He formed the Church
around the concept of a people held together by love. In that community, we discover unlimited possibilities and
meaning. Alone we can do nothing. Together we find real meaning.
When Christ left this earth, he did not abandon us. He remains with us in his Spirit, the Church, the sacraments,
the Scriptures and each other. He lives in community with us and keeps his vision of life before us. When Christ
comes again, his presence will no longer be hidden behind the signs and symbols of the liturgy or the words of the
Scriptures. His presence among us will be revealed in all its fullness - a presence that will never end and a presence
that will perfect and complete our community.
This is the "greater significance" of Advent. In these few short weeks, we take in the sweeping panorama of time
- from Christ's birth to his Second Coming. The season of Advent brings us the magnificent vision of life and hope
for the future given to us by Christ. Advent is our time to become more involved, more caught up in the meaning
and the possibilities of life as a Christian community. Thus we are preparing not only for Christmas but also for
Christ's Second Coming. This means that when he comes again, we will be awake and watchful. He will not find
us asleep. We, in Holy Family Parish, want to be awake to the Lord. We want to grow in our relationship with
Jesus at the level of our personal life, family life and community life. This must be our great Parish Project!
Jesus leads us to full life in God who reveals Himself to us in a paternal and maternal manner so that we can grow
as total human persons in our families and small Christian communities. Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life.
He must be and become more, the influence in our life.
• Without the influence of the One who is the source of love and teaches us the meaning of giving and
receiving love, our relationships with each other will be characterized by exploitation.
• Without the influence of the One who is the source of all that is true and good, our moral principles will be
subject to the circumstances, affected by the shifting opinions of society as to what it means to experience
well-being and quality of life.
• Without the influence of the One who is mercy, we allow ourselves to be torn apart by the inability to forgive
others and ourselves for wrongdoing. Imprisoned by our past, we are not free to face the future with confidence.
• Without the influence of the One who is our reason for having life, we will lose a sense of purpose for living.
According to our Holy Father, Pope Francis, the time of Advent that the Church celebrates in preparation for
Christmas is “a new journey of the People of God with Jesus Christ, our Shepherd, who guides us in history
towards the completion of the Kingdom of God. Let us discover the beauty of being together along the way:
the Church, with her vocation and mission, and the whole of humanity, the people, the civilizations, the
cultures, all together on the paths of time” (Pope Francis, 2013).
All of us in Holy Family Parish are on this “new journey”; but in a particular sense this Advent will mean for us
taking “new steps” along this “new journey” initiated by Jesus at his first coming. Let us work together, as a Parish,
in allowing Jesus to influence every area and aspect of our life.
God bless.
Fr Eugene Vaz
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Called TO BE SAINTS
Bible Apostolate Team

“The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and
no torment shall touch them. They seemed, in the view
of the foolish, to be dead; and their passing away was
thought an affliction and their going forth from us, utter
destruction. But they are in peace.” (Wisdom 3:1-3)

And the Psalmist says, “To you, LORD, I cried out;
with the LORD I pleaded for mercy: “What gain is
there from my lifeblood, from my going down to the
grave? Does dust give you thanks or declare your
faithfulness?” (Psalm 30:9-10)

We are all too familiar with the above text from the
Book of Wisdom, one of several texts in the funeral
liturgy. Although the experience of death of the people
we have known and loved is always painful, we are
consoled by the sacred writer that “they are at peace”.

Although death is a reality, it is not the final word.
Christ is the Final Word, namely the life-giving
Word. Through Baptism and faith, “Whoever
believes and is baptized will be saved; whoever
does not believe will be condemned” (Mark 16:16).
We become friends of God and receive sanctifying
grace - the privilege of eternal life. This is all made
possible by Christ's redemptive death on the cross.

The Feast of all Souls that falls on 2nd November
inculcates in us a deep sense of connectedness to the
dead. They are present to us not only in memory but
also through prayer. We pray for them as they stand in
need of purification before being ready to share fully
the divine life. The commemoration of our beloved
dead also helps us to reflect on death, eternal life and the
nature of the soul. Many of us look away from death, a
fundamental and unavoidable fact of life. At wakes,
when we look at the remains of a dead person, we are
struck by the awful reality of death. Only the shell
remains, the soul or the spark or energy of life, is gone.

The privilege of eternal life
– Where, O Death, is your victory?

(1 Cor 15:55)

Death can be taken in a purely biological or physiological
sense to mean the cessation of bodily activity - heartbeat,
breathing, brain waves and so on. Or it can be construed
in a wider psychological and spiritual sense to mean the
full range of feelings, reactions and fears that accompany
this biological dissolution. At the prospect of death, most
of us recoil in terror, either at the mystery of the unknown
or because of the judgement that awaits us. What would
it be like for a sinless person to approach death?
Death is not a condition God desires for us as God
wants us to have life.
In the Book of Isaiah, King Hezekiah praises God in his
recovery from illness - “For it is not Sheol that gives
you thanks, nor death that praises you; neither do those
who go down into the pit await your kindness. The
living, the living give you thanks, as I do today”. (Isaiah
38:18-19)

“Human life is a fabric woven of good and of evil,
of undeserved suffering and of joy and beauty that
spontaneously and irresistibly impels us to ask God
for that light and that inner strength which supports
us on earth and reveals a hope beyond the boundaries of
death.” - His Holiness Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI.
Each human soul is individual and immortal, immediately created by God. The soul does not die with the
body, from which it is separated by death, and with
which it will be reunited in the final resurrection. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) states that as
the soul is immortal, it does not perish when it separates
from the body (n.366).
Those who die in God’s friendship are still imperfect
and after death, they need purification and arrive at
the perfection of holiness to enter the joy of heaven.
The place and time of purification is what we understand
by the term “Purgatory”. It is a state of cleansing and
purification for souls destined for heaven. Purgatory
is not a means to earn our way to heaven, but a gift
from God preparing us to see Him face to face. Even
though not explicitly referred to by name, the Bible
does allude to it, especially in terms of purging fire.
“The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will
collect out of his kingdom all who cause others to sin
and all evildoers. They will throw them into the fiery
furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding of
teeth.” (Matthew 13:41). “If your hand causes you to
sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter into life
maimed than with two hands to go into Gehenna, into
the unquenchable fire.” (Mark 9:43)
The Connection 3

Those in Purgatory cannot pray for themselves as they
can no longer merit anything for themselves. They
rely entirely on others to pray and make sacrifices on
their behalf. They depend on us to help ease their
suffering and advance them through their purification
so that can join the saints in heaven.

The communion of saints
transcends death

Our devotion to the saints is an exercise of “fraternal
charity” as our communion with the saints joins us
to Christ, “from whom as from its fountain and head
issues all grace, and the life of the People of God
itself”. (CCC n. 957)
The Solemnity of All Saints on 1st Nov precedes that
of All Souls’ Day on 2 nd November and these two
feasts are intrinsically tied together as we celebrate
the lives of holy men and women already in union
with Christ and those of the holy souls awaiting
purification.
According to Pope Francis, the Communion of
Saints, is one of the most consoling truths of our
faith, since it reminds us that we are not alone but that
there is a communion of life among all those who
belong to Christ. (General Audience - 23rd October
2013). Indeed, the term “saints” refers to those who
believe in the Lord Jesus and are incorporated by him
into the Church through Baptism. That is why the first
Christians were also called “saints”.
“But Ananias replied, “Lord, I have heard from many
sources about this man, what evil things he has done
to your holy ones in Jerusalem.” (Acts 9:13)
“How can any one of you with a case against another
dare to bring it to the unjust for judgment instead of
to the holy ones? (1 Cor 6:1)
In John’s Gospel, Jesus prayed to the Father for communion
among his disciples: “…so that they may all be one,
as you, Father, are in me and I in you, that they also
may be in us, that the world may believe that you sent
me” (Jn 17:21). The word “communion” comes from
“common” and “union”. Our Holy Father Pope Francis
says “the Church, in her most profound truth, is
communion with God, intimacy with God, a communion
of love with Christ and with the Father in the Holy
Spirit, which extends to brotherly communion.”
In Genesis 1:26, God created man – “Let us make
‘human beings in our image, after our likeness”. God
called him to existence through love, and for love. “The
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communion of love between God and his people is a
fundamental part of the Revelation and faith experience
of Israel finds a meaningful expression in the marriage
covenant which is established between a man and a
woman. (Article 11, Familiaris Consortio)
Article 13 states, “Indeed, by means of baptism, man
and woman are definitively placed within the new and
eternal covenant, in the spousal covenant of Christ
with the Church.” The very experience of communion
and sharing that should characterize the family’s daily
life represents its first and fundamental contribution to
society.
How do we live lives loving one another, caring for one
another in the family? As husband and wife in marriage,
are we living the spousal union ordained by Christ
Himself, in self-giving, with tenderness and forgiveness?
As parents, are we witnessing to our children the meaning
of Christian living in the family, the domestic Church,
and parental love which is the visible sign of the very
love of God? As children, are we caring for our parents
with love and compassion in their old age and frailty? In
our faith community, how do we help one another to
come close to God? What is our witness to build up a
way of life, which is life in the family of God?
The communion of saints goes beyond earthly life,
beyond death and endures forever. It is a spiritual union
born in Baptism and not broken by death but thanks to
the Risen Christ, is destined to find its fullness in eternal
life. We ask the saints to intercede for us, to help us to be
like them, to follow them into Eternal Glory. In recent
times, the lives of holy men and women like Blessed
Archbishop Oscar Romero, Blessed Teresa of Calcutta
and St John-Paul II have touched the lives of many.
In the incredible diversity of the Saints, we see the great
possibility of life that God has held out to us. God has
called us to be saints in our own unique way. He is
shaping us to become the saints he wants us to be.
There is a deep and indissoluble bond between those
who are still pilgrims in this world — us — and those
who have crossed the threshold of death and entered
eternity. When we pray for the dead – we know them as
family, as friends, as community - we pray that God will
take them to be with him, to make that last lap to eternity.
They depend on our prayers. It is a reminder of our
human togetherness as we are all shaped for eternity.
“For if we live, we live for the Lord, and if we die, we
die for the Lord; so then, whether we live or die, we are
the Lord’s. For this is why Christ died and came to life,
that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living”
(Rom 14:8-9).

Our

W
alk
with
Mary!

For many of us in The Liturgy of the Word with Children (LoWC) ministry, Mother
Mary has been a pivotal figure in our faith journey. The idea of a Rosary Procession and
Eucharistic Adoration, clearly inspired by the Holy Spirit, took birth many months ago
in the thoughts of our catechist Helen. It was indeed amazing how this thought struck a
chord with all the catechists and everyone rallied together to make this event possible.
We all knew this was an ambitious project and indeed there were some hurdles - the
church was already booked for the Milestone Anniversary Mass the following day; the
haze hazard with PSI levels was nearly touching dangerous levels; the possible
uncertainty of response since a Rosary Procession / Eucharistic Adoration was a new
experience - that came our way to test our resolve and commitment to bringing our
children to Jesus and to show us God’s mercy and faithfulness in bringing us to Him.
We prayed and fasted for the Lord to guide the preparations and the responses, seeking Our Holy Mother's intercession asking her to bring the children to Jesus. Our
Mother did not disappoint!
She brought two hundred and seventy five children to Jesus on 9th Oct! Together with
parents, we numbered close to five hundred and fifty. And that evening as children and
families streamed in, the air was clear enough for a procession. As we watched the
children and family gather on the church steps for the first decade of the Rosary, we
were reminded how blessed we were that the Milestone Anniversary Mass was to be
celebrated the next day– not only did it lend beautifully to the décor, it enabled a
beautiful demonstration of collaboration between the Family Life Ministry and the
LoWC ministry as we worked and prayed for the success of both events.
The Rosary Procession symbolized beautifully our theme, "Walking with Mary to
Jesus ". Hearing the voices praying in unison as we walked around the Church, one
could feel the warmth that we share in our parish. As the children walked into
Church holding a flower for Our Lady, I am sure she was smiling at each and every
child, with her arms outstretched, loving them.
Sure it was hard work preparing for the day but when we choose to serve with
humility, offering up to him all that we do and placing our trust in Him alone, He
makes all things possible and He alone will direct us. We were indeed humbled by the
faithfulness of The Lord, by the people that He sent our way to support us - Fr
Eugene Vaz whose encouragement spurred us on right from the beginning and
whose beautiful sharing of the wedding at Cana saw the children rapt in attention as
they saw Jesus’ obedience to his mother. Fr Don, the Sacristans and the Altar servers
who in spite of the limited altar space, improvised to ensure a beautiful experience
of the incensing (with our prayers rising to heaven!) and the exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. The team of Alydree and the brothers Russel and Dylan whose
hearfelt, genuine sharing struck a chord with many parents and children as they
testified to the greatness and faithfulness of God. The Ministry of Hospitality which
ensured a pleasant experience for all while the Family Life Ministry touched us with
their generosity and cooperation. The five volunteers who led us in prayer for each
decade of the Rosary – Patrick (representing all fathers), Caroline (on behalf of all
mothers), Raphael (Boys), Chloe (Girls) and Etienne (Youth). All the Liturgists of
LoWC - no one seeking for self but to serve together as one body in Christ Jesus
with just one motive - to help and to serve. And most of all the parents, children and
families – your love for your children, your patience in spite of the inconveniences
around parking and your sacrifices are a blessing to your children and the parish.
We are highly encouraged that many parents in Holy Family Church desire to have
their children formed in our faith which greatly spurs us on to do more for children
in our parish. What next? We will continue to encourage and invite families to attend
the monthly Rosary and Eucharistic Adoration with the hope to bring many more to
honor Our Lady by praying the Rosary and to bring us all to Jesus.
It was really nice to have all families together with the children spilling everywhere
around the altar!!

Eugenie Monteiro
The Liturgy of the Word
with Children

We are grateful for the patience and love you showed. We pray that the Friday's
experience will inspire many more families to adore Jesus as often as possible, thus
leading to a richer and fuller encounter with Him during the celebration of Mass.
Once again, from the bottom of our hearts, THANK YOU.
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Our Marriage
United in God

For many, 10th October 2015 was
just an ordinary morning; but not for the
sixty couples who celebrated their milestone anniversaries this year. For them, it held
much meaning as they were going to renew their
marriage vows as a community at this special
Eucharistic Celebration. It was a beautiful sight to see
so many loving couples as they assembled with their
families and friends. The love was just electrifying as
many of the couples were excited; one couple said that
it reminded them of their actual wedding day.

Indeed it was day, a day that the Lord hath made, a day
where “true Catholic love stories based on kindness,
forgiveness, trust would unfold, where love and God
conquers all”.
Fr Don began his homily by noting to the couples that
“nothing had changed! They were still as beautiful as
before: their eyes sparkle when they turn to their spouses,
though they may look a little overweight, this is because
the home kitchen was certainly good all these years”. He
reminded all that, “This celebration gives us a chance to
witness the beauty and graces received in the sacrament
of marriage, which is Holy because it is an icon of the
relationship that unites Christ to His Church”.
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Gwen Andres
Family Life Ministry

Scott and Rhezalyn
who celebrated their
fifteenth
wedding
anniversary
shared
during the testimony
that “No family is
perfect. Sometimes we
argue. But in the end
family is family. The
love will always be
there. Marriage is a
journey and is full of life’s unexpected challenges. God
will make a way when there seems to be no way. Trust
and have faith in God”.
Another couple Patrick and Adrianne who celebrated
their twenty-fifth wedding anniversary shared that
“Marriages are made in heaven. But then so is thunder
and lightning! We guess that's what keeps the zing in
our marriage. If it was all calm and peaceful as we
imagine heaven to be - it would probably be really
boring”. They shared that while they thank God for
all the joyful and happy times, they also believed that
the trials and tribulations experienced made them
grow as a couple and family. Besides the core values
of love, trust and honesty, they believed their marriage
works due to a positive attitude and sometimes a
wicked sense of humour. They concluded by sharing
“We try to be the spouse that we want each other to
be. So yes,
marriages
are made in
heaven, it is
up to us to
ride
that
rainbow up
to the heavens and see
its
fulfilment”.
Before the Mass ended, Fr Vaz acknowledged the
couples by congratulating them and went on to ask if
they agreed with him that while marriages are made
in heaven – the maintenance work though is on earth
referring to the logo “Work In Progress” on the cover
of the Milestone Wedding Booklet, eliciting laughter
from everyone. He spoke about the words of the
thanksgiving song “How Beautiful” where God has
given us such beautiful hands, a heart and body to
walk in that wonderful way and to lay down our lives
so that together as a couple, family and Christian
community we can make our way to God.

天人相遇与新福传
张利勇神父曾主讲过一个很精彩的讲座：“弥撒 �
让生命燃烧的地方”。让笔者感触最深的是匝凯在野桑
树上天人相遇的部分，尤其令人回味无穷。
以前读到这段福音，即匝凯攀上了桑树大不了是为
了好奇想见见耶稣是何方神圣，又有什么值得小题大
作？正当纳闷的时候，神父画龙点睛的诠释让我大开愚
蒙，原来耶稣就是那么地大有魅力，祂的种种传说事迹
并非空穴来风，我从未想过；但当时的匝凯，他的心是
被燃烧着的，他是那么热切地渴望能见到耶稣。当时耶
稣的大名如雷贯耳，天天都有人在说，天天都有人在宣
传祂所行的奇迹，大街小巷、市场、老人小孩，人人都
在津津乐道耶稣的博爱、耶稣的了不起、耶稣如何如何
地温文尔雅 ┅┅，如果是今时今日，网络一定传爆，
简讯从早到晚俾俾声不断。
当时人很多，喧喧嚷嚷的简直水泄不通，以他那矮
小的身材不难被人群淹没，如何看得到耶稣？情急之下
不顾一切他爬上了桑树，以他的身份，一个富翁、一个
税吏，一个剥削人又被人瞧不起且不屑一顾的“小人”，
如果不是内里有一把燃烧着的火焰，他怎么会做出如此
的不堪之举？耶稣都看在眼里，在拥挤的人群中耶稣锐
利的眼光连躲在树上的“小矮人”祂都看到了，耶稣面
对着他的时候还特别叫着他的名字，叫他下来，且交待
说今天我就住在你家，言下之意就是说我将和你一同吃
饭，这是何等的荣幸。(路19:5)

“一同吃饭“蕴意很深。
平常只有好朋友才一同吃饭，特别请上门就不仅仅
是等闲的朋友。所以当下的匝凯欣喜若狂自不在话下。
这时在他前后左右的人群都听到了，他们纳闷着，耶稣
这个金牌老师也是时下炙手可热的大明星怎么会选上匝
凯这一号人物的家去住？难道耶稣不知道那人是税吏，
是我们中的败类，是一个和罗马统治者打交道的人？尽
管人们心中如何的嘀咕，尽管他们心中有很多的为什
么，对匝凯的羡慕、妒忌、不满五味杂陈，然而耶稣选
定了匝凯却是个不争的事实。
至于匝凯此时此刻又怎么想呢？我是谁？为什么？
为什么耶稣选了我？难道祂不知道我是谁？我其貌不扬
还是其次，我平日剥削同胞，对他们吆吆喝喝，在收税
时税银多收少收全凭我的一句话，于是公款私款混淆不
请，很多都进了我的口袋。因为我够凶够狠毫不留情地
逼迫百姓缴税，所以罗马政府对我信任有加。想到这里
匝凯也有些忐忑不安，但无论如何耶稣既选定了我，这
是我的荣耀 ┅┅，此时的匝凯肯定地是三步当两步飞
奔回家，头脑也许是一片空白，但心中燃烧着的是炽热
的火把。

匝凯自与耶稣相遇后翻然悔改，祂开了他的心门，他明
白过去所做所为是何等的卑劣，他愿意改过自新。于是
他发话表白，愿意作出所有的补偿。“主，你看，我把
我一半的财物施舍给穷人；我如果欺骗过谁，我就以四
倍赔偿。”耶稣对他说：“今天救恩来到了这一家，因
为他也是亚巴郎之子。因为人子来，是为寻找及拯救迷
失了的人。”(路19:1-10)

我们的生命有被燃烧过吗？
笔者细想从前，的确有被燃烧过。
应该是30年前吧，笔者和几个兄弟姐妹在已故李之
义神父领导下，参加了”堂区革新推动小组“的团队，
带领讲华语的教友参加堂区革新活动。我们几个可说都
是被炽热的火把燃烧着，不论是小组讨论分享、或是活
动进行的那几天尽管早出晚归，精神奕奕是其次，心中
怀里装的是股难以言传的喜乐，这种喜乐是持续的，没
有间断。十年是一段漫长的路程，但大家一路走来毫不
言倦，这是何等的神奇？
那时不明白这是与耶稣相遇、是被祂的神碰触到了。
今天稍微明白什么叫碰触，什么是与耶稣相遇。时
至今天，这奇妙的感觉还在，它让我们继续有渴望为教
会服务、继续有渴望活在耶稣内，成为天主的好子女。
天人相遇是多么的震撼。
匝凯是在桑树上与主相遇，而我们中有的人是在病
痛中、在困扰中、在无助中、在绝望中、在与人相处中，
这是很有意思的反省。
教宗方济各不断呼吁我们走出去，向外教朋友传福
音，将耶稣给我们的福分与人分享，就如匝凯一样，他
的方式是散出财富，从中获得喜乐和满足。人的生命匆
匆数十载，花开花谢只在须臾之间。我们每个人都拥有
上主赐予的元宝（学识才干），如果埋在地下不用，不
仅对不起天主，其结果或是被蠹虫侵蚀化为乌有，或是
被主人斥责结局一样残缺凄婉。(玛25:14-30)耶稣所讲
的比喻，不论学识才干贫富都该发光发热才是他所指望
的。我们个人的力量虽然微薄，但积少成多集腋成裘，
不问收获只管耕耘。
我们知道在外面的世界有许许多
多尚未认识天主的生命，这是我们的
使命将救恩带给他们，让我们怀着被
主碰触过的生命，也去碰触其他的生
命，一同燃烧，让我们都成为真正的
基督徒。

李瑞芳

When asked how they felt about the whole celebration Jerome and Wei Wei who
celebrated their fifth wedding anniversary had this to say – “As my husband and
I with my toddler and infant lined up amongst the other couples, I wondered if I
should have stayed at home instead. I didn't see many toddlers or infants, and I
was starting to get worried if my two babies were going to cooperate at all. But I
am glad I attended the Mass. It was a beautiful experience. In fact, there were
many moments I felt touched and I was fighting hard not to cry. But when the
choir sang "How Beautiful" and I stood near the entrance rocking the baby, I just
couldn't hold it back anymore. The fact is, marriage life is tough. Raising children
is tough. Resolving conflicts and continuing to go forth giving is tough. But we
are able to do all these, because we are strengthened by Christ, whose heart bled for us and who laid down His life. And
that strength in human fragility is beautiful.”
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NCC Blog

We found God that day

Edmund Lim
The Befrienders Group brought their Befriendees and the vulnerable
elderly from various Neighbourhood Christian Communities (NCCs) for
the 11:30 am Mass on 5th July followed by fellowship, fun game and
prizes. The elderly, some on wheelchairs, had a wonderful time as
evident on their faces. We, Befrienders, also had a fun filled as well as
spiritual experience. We hope we brought our Lord’s love to each of our
vulnerable elders as well as to each of us involved. Below is a sharing by
a Befriender of his experience from the day’s activities.
It was our first time helping out at a Befrienders’ event. There were feelings of nervousness and uncertainty.
We did not know what to expect and dutifully carried out the tasks we were assigned to – be it preparing for
the Bingo game or ensuring the sound system was audible.
Slowly, one by one, they entered the canteen – the befrienders and befriendees. Some were strangers, some
friends and others just mere acquaintances but we had no time for that. As with most events, the main priority
on our minds was to ensure everything was in order. However, as the day progressed, we felt this was not just
another random church event. Our attitude now changed from being task-oriented to one of focusing on the
seniors and making sure everyone was having fun. It was the spirit of the event that truly left the biggest
impression on us. We believe even Fr Pat who was present probably felt strongly as well. On that day, we felt
the love of being in a community - no
airs, no masks, just genuine smiles and
happiness from all those present. It
really touched us when the befriendees
were so sporting and joined us in the
dancing and singing. While some people
say that senior people are wise, others
claim they tend to be irritating. We are
not going to side with either view, but to
us, being with the seniors on that day
gave us abundant love and joy.
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After that I saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every nation, race, tribe and language; they were standing
in front of the throne and in front of the Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palms in their hands. They shouted aloud,
‘Victory to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’ And all the angels who were standing in a circle round the throne,
surrounding the elders and the four animals, prostrated themselves before the throne, and touched the ground with their
foreheads, worshipping God with these words, ‘Amen. Praise and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honour and power
and strength to our God forever and ever. Amen.’ One of the elders then spoke, and asked me, ‘Do you know who these people
are, dressed in white robes, and where they have come from?’ I answered him, ‘You can tell me, my lord.’ Then he said, ‘These
are the people who have been through the great persecution, and they have washed their robes white again in the blood of the
Lamb.’ (Rev 7:9-14)

A Sharing

on Life in Christ

– FOR NOW AND FOR ETERNITY…
Damian Boon

We are nearing the end of the calendar year 2015.
How has 2015 been for you? Have you grown in
faith, hope and love? Did you draw closer to the
Lord Jesus and experience Him as Lord and Saviour
in a deeper and more intimate way? Did you share
the Good News with your family and friends that
God loves them and that Jesus died to save them? Or
has it been just the ‘same old story’ year in and year
out of the ‘daily grind’ of everyday life – working,
caring for the family, rest and leisure, eating, shopping,
vacationing? And perhaps only a few moments of
praying and being in close communion with the Lord
(usually when challenges come and we desperately
need help)? Well, there is nothing wrong with daily
activities; but God has in mind for us something way
bigger and better, beyond what we dare ask, imagine
or even desire (see Eph 3:20). And we have got to
connect with God’s plans by being conscious and
aware of the Lord at all times, and not just drift
along.

Our reading above shows God’s grand vision and
master-plan for all of us – to be united with God in
heaven for all eternity. But how can this be accomplished? Only through the saving power of Jesus
Christ, the Lamb of God, in whose blood we are
cleansed and redeemed. Our salvation is not by our
effort; it is a gift from God!
So each time during this year-end period and at the start
of the new liturgical year in Advent, the Church invites
us to reflect on the end times and our ultimate destination – to be with God in heaven. It is a ‘wake-up call’
for us - to pause and reflect on the state of our lives in
the light of eternity, identify the gaps and seek the
Lord’s help to get back on track.
I’d like to share a four-step model called PRAY - the
acronym stands for Persistence, Readiness, Acting with
Love and Yearning for God. It also means “Keep on
Praying.” (Eph 6:18)

Persistence
Growing in the spiritual life is never easy – we get so easily distracted, tempted and even de-moralized
when trials hit. But we have to persist and persevere and continue working on it. It takes discipline. Every
good outcome requires effort and sacrifice. Think about learning a skill like playing the piano or playing
tennis. We have got to work on it and practice, over and over again. Our spiritual life likewise needs us to
exert and stretch in order to grow. Here’s the thing – if we can exercise discipline on temporal and less
important things, how much more important is the need for persistence and perseverance in growing our
spiritual life. Let us follow the example of St Paul - “this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God
in Christ Jesus.” (Phil 3:13b-14)
So, I encourage you to persist and press onwards towards the goal and the prize that God promises.
Continue to persevere in prayer, staying faithful to God’s ways and loving and serving others.
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Readiness

Are you ready for the Lord’s coming? If the Lord calls you home to Him this very moment, are you prepared?
The Gospels tell us to keep awake and be ready (see Matt 24:42-44) and cautions us to be like the wise bridesmaids
and have our lamps ready and our oil supplies aplenty (see Matt 25:1-12) or we will be left out in the cold when
He arrives unexpectedly.
How can we be in a state of readiness? Again, it involves the discipline of prayer, reading the Word of God,
reflection, repentance, conversion and drawing strength from the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist.
Are you ready?

Acting in Love

The Letter of St James challenges us to live out our faith in concrete actions: “What good is it, my brothers and
sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and
lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do not supply
their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.” (James 2:14-17)
If we really love God and desire to be with Him in heaven for all eternity, then we must really act with love
towards everyone. Not just to those we know and like, but to everyone - the greatest and the least - the poor, the
hungry, the lonely, the rejected unloved, the sick and those in prison – in a word, to all those in need. And we
need not look very far – they could be very near to you in your own homes or in your community. Remember
what the Lord said: “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family,
you did it to me.” (Matt 25:40)
We must realize that Christian life is not lived for ourselves only, but it is lived, in Christ, for others. At the end
of the day, what counts most for God is not the amount of wealth or power or prestige we have acquired; nor is it
the number of rosaries or masses we have prayed. In the final analysis, it is how much have we loved others and
shown God’s mercy to them. The coming Jubilee Year of Mercy, starting 8th December 2015, will be a wonderful
opportunity for us to discover anew the divine mercy and compassion of the Lord and sharing it with others.

Yearning for God

“Like the deer yearns for running streams, so my soul yearns for you, my God” (Psalm 42 Verse 1). When we
fully grasp the vision of God for us and we understand how much he loves us, we will yearn, hunger and thirst
for God all our lives. We will continually strive to love Him and please Him, and to live out on earth the roadmap
for happiness and union with God – the Beatitudes (see Matthew 5:1-12). We will realize our total dependence
on God and truly live as people poor in spirit. From this dependence on God then flows gentleness, mercy, desire
for truth and justice, purity and peacefulness.
God has already placed this deep yearning and desire in your heart. When you were baptized, you received the
Spirit of Christ, who calls out in the depths of our hearts to God as Father (see Romans 8:15) and draws you
into greater communion with Him. Do you hunger and thirst for God? Do you want more of his love, peace
and joy? Are you seeking more of His truth? Do you desire to know His will and to obey it? Can you say with
St Teresa of Avila “I was born for you. What do you want of me?” Let us continue to be open to the promptings
of the Holy Spirit and truly yearn for God.

Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus!
So there we have it! To be honest, it's not easy! But the Lord Jesus is close at hand. We have just got to take
the first step and trust that He will lead us along. And so, as we watch and wait in expectant faith and joyful
hope, let us turn to Jesus and ask Him to help and guide us, to build the discipline and to overcome our poor
habits of the past. I would like to end this sharing by calling on the Lord Jesus in the words of the hymn
Maranatha that we will be singing at Advent.
“Marantha, we long for your peace.
Maranatha, we long for your mercy.
Maranatha, we long for your coming, O God”
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Rose

Radiant

The Stained Glass of Church of the Holy Family
Jacqueline Paul Liturgical Ministry

“The great church windows are the Divine writings that let the light of the true Sun
- that is to say, God into the church - that is to say, the hearts of the faithful.”
- Abbot Suger
How much do you know about the stained glass that you have seen so often in church? Have you ever been
mesmerized by it beauty; from the visual impact of the first rays of the sun piercing through the stained glass?
Perhaps you may have been moved by the beauty of the stained glass while praying in church; or the scenes or a
particular scene especially, may have even helped you to pray or touched you in some way.
"Joël Mône" is the creator of stained glass windows for the Church of the Holy Family, and it was produced by the
workshop "Vitrail Saint-Georges" in "Lyon", France. Aptly named ‘Rose Radiant’, the radiant Rose radiates from
its center stage, where we find Jesus, Mary and Joseph, and it illuminates the central nave ends, in scenes from
Christ's life.
The scenes in this piece of art include The Birth of the Church at Pentecost,
familial scriptural stories (The True Family of Jesus, The Widow of Nain,
The Blessing of the Children), as well as scenes which we often meditate
on when praying the Rosary, in the Sorrowful and Joyful mysteries (The
Agony in the Garden, The Carrying of the Cross, The Resurrection, The
Ascension).
Parishioners had received cards, which highlighted the biblical reference
of each scene that made up the Rose Radiant, to be used as a bookmark
or a prayer card, with the Biblical references acting as a guide to the
scripture passages for reflection or prayer. The front of the card carried
an image of the stained glass while on the back of the card, an indicator
dot highlighted the location of each of scene (in clock-like fashion).
We hope that this explanation has provided a better understanding and
greater appreciation of the beautiful stained glass of our Parish of Holy
Family.

To read more on the use of stained glass windows in sacred architecture, you may refer to:
http://www.sacredarchitecture.org/articles/shine_forth_upon_us_in_thine_own_true_glory/
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