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“The Holy Spirit is the fountain of Mercy”

Message for Pentecost Sunday from your Pastor
My dear fellow parishioners
It fills me with so much joy to share with you again in yet another edition of our Parish Connection
which is meant to coincide with the Feast of Pentecost.
Pentecost is the feast of human unity, understanding and sharing.
We can all see how in our world, despite us being closer to one another through developments in
communications and with geographical distances seeming to disappear, understanding and sharing
among people is often superficial and difficult. There are imbalances that frequently lead to conflicts;
dialogue between generations is hard and differences sometimes prevail; we witness daily events
where people appear to be growing more aggressive and belligerent; understanding one another takes
too much effort and people prefer to remain inside their own sphere, cultivating their own interests.
In this situation, can we really discover and experience the unity we so need?
In the light of this question, it is significant that this year we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost within
the Jubilee Year of Mercy. The Holy Spirit is pouring himself out on us that we may all be individuals
and communities of mercy, in a communion of mercy. The Holy Spirit is the Fountain of Mercy.
Mercy lies at the heart of our Christian faith. We believe in a God of Mercy. He manifested His Mercy,
first and foremost, in the Incarnation of His Word in the Person of Jesus Christ, who died on the
cross for our sins. When he walked this earth, Jesus lived for others and greeted everyone he met
with mercy and compassion. Mercy was the reason he entered this world. Mercy was why he forgave
sins. Mercy was why he cured people of their physical ailments. Mercy was why he cast out demons.
Mercy was why he suffered and died for us. Mercy for others was what he asked of his Father from the
cross. Mercy was what flowed from his pierced side in the form of blood and water. Mercy was why he
sent his Spirit to dwell in the hearts of the members of His body, the Church. Mercy was the reason
for the sending of His Spirit at Pentecost.
Mercy is love that seeks to forgive, console, assist, and care for others in times of need. Mercy is an
act of love done without expecting anything in return; it is done for love itself. Our Lord gave of
Himself on Holy Thursday when He instituted the Most Blessed Sacrament; the Eucharist perpetuates
this act of self-giving daily on altars throughout the world.
What does this mean for us as a parish? How can we grow in being sharers of God’s mercy in the
power of God’s Holy Spirit? What does it mean to be mercy-givers? How does this help to build up our
parish as a concrete experience of unity, understanding and sharing?
Let us talk about this in our Neighbourhood Christian Communities (NCCs) and discern some
concrete project we can do in our respective communities and as a whole parish.
God Bless!
Fr Eugene Vaz
(Front Cover) Photo credits: Kevin Ho, Hendra Lauw, Vincent Chia, Franky Espehana, Ronnie Khoo
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A Memorable

Easter
Rejoicing

On Easter Sunday, we celebrated our Risen Lord in the Liturgy of the
Word with Children. In what is becoming a tradition, the children
joyfully rang bells as they proceeded out of Church to the canteen –
which was decorated for the occasion with flowers and butterflies,
signifying new life.
After a couple of attempts, “Jesus is Alive … Truly he is alive,
ALLELUIA” rang out loudly. After proclaiming the Gospel, the
aunties and uncles enacted the Resurrection story, which was well
received and hopefully remembered, along with the homily.
Another part of the celebration which was well-received was
the sprinkling rite. To the joyous song of “River of Glory”,
holy water was liberally sprinkled on all to gleeful squeals of
laughter. The Easter gift eggs and lifetime membership card
were also well appreciated. Another memorable Easter
rejoicing in our Risen Lord, with our children.
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Discovering God’s

– The name of God is

Mercy

in Scripture
Bible Apostolate Team

“Mercy is in reality the core of the Gospel message; it is the name of God himself, the face with which He
reveals Himself in the Old Testament and fully in Jesus Christ, the incarnation of creative and redemptive love”
- Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, Castel Gondolfo, 2008.

In Psalm 145:8, “The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow
to anger and abounding in steadfast love”, the Psalmist
sings of the steadfast love of Yahweh or in Hebrew
“hesed”. It is loving kindness, mercy and faithful love
based on the covenantal relationship of God with the
people of Israel. Hesed is a love that is so enduring that it
persists beyond any sin or betrayal to mend brokenness and
graciously extend forgiveness. Hesed is to love as God
loves.
In “Misericordia Vultus (MV) – the Bull of Indiction of the
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, our Holy Father Pope
Francis said that “Patient and merciful,” are the words that
often go together in the Old Testament to describe God’s
nature. “His being merciful is concretely demonstrated in
his many actions throughout the history of salvation where
his goodness prevails over punishment and destruction”.
(MV #6)

Keep trusting in God’s mercy

From the beginning of Creation, God has revealed himself in
Sacred Scripture as the God of mercy. With the Fall of Adam
and Eve, the God of loving kindness says, “I will put enmity
between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and hers; They will strike at your head, while you strike at
their heel” (Genesis 3:15). This passage is understood as
the promise of a redeemer for fallen humankind, the
protoevangelium, the first Good News. In spite of man's
disobedience, he gave mankind hope for the future.
In one of the most famous narratives in the Book of Genesis
- Chapters 37 through 45 - we find the story of Joseph and
God’s mercy towards Joseph’s brothers for their betrayal.
The Book of Exodus recounts how God reveals himself to
Moses, calling himself “The LORD, the LORD, a God
gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in
love and fidelity” (Ch 34:6) and in Deuteronomy Ch 7, “It
was because the LORD loved you and because of his
fidelity to the oath he had sworn to your ancestors, that the
LORD brought you out with a strong hand and redeemed
you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh,
king of Egypt.” (Vs 8)
The Jewish tradition placed Psalm 51, Miserere, the
Penitential psalm prayed every Friday in the Liturgy of
Hours, on the lips of David, who was called to repentance
by the severe words of the prophet Nathan (2 Sam 11-12),
who rebuked him for his adultery with Bathsheba and for
having had her husband Uriah killed. David’s outburst in
his prayer of repentance, “I have sinned against the
LORD” touched the Lord’s heart and Nathan says to
David, “For his part, the Lord has removed your sin. You
shall not die”.
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The Return of the Prodigal Son by Rembrandt, circa 1668

In a special way, the Psalms bring to the fore the grandeur of
God’s merciful actions. Psalm 103 attributed to David, says:
“Bless the LORD, my soul; and do not forget all his gifts,
who redeems your life from the pit, and crowns you with
mercy and compassion, who fills your days with good things,
so your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” (Psalm 103:3-5).
This Psalm is perhaps the most comprehensive exposition of
the many facets of God’s mercy - He forgives, He heals, He is
dependable, He provides for his people, He is compassionate
toward human weakness, patient and forbearing.

The grandeur of God’s
merciful actions

In Psalm 86.5 - “Lord, you are good and forgiving, most
merciful to all who call on you.” and “The LORD is good
to all, compassionate toward all your works” (Ps 145.9),
the theme of God’s Mercy echoes throughout the Psalter.
Psalm 136 recounts all the merciful deeds of the Lord both
in creation and in rescuing Israel from slavery, bringing
the Chosen People to the Promised Land. The Psalm bears
the refrain: “for his steadfast love – hesed – endures forever.” Psalm 23 tells us that the tender care of the Lord is like
that of a shepherd for his flock, and that He leads us to his
eternal home. “Indeed, goodness and mercy will pursue
me all the days of my life; I will dwell in the house of the
LORD for endless days”. (Ps23:6)

In the tumultuous history of the People of God, the preeminent messengers of God’s Mercy are The Prophets. The
central message of the prophets is one of love, proclaiming
the mercy of God for His children. The Old Testament
prophets through their words and actions lived out God's
call to Israel to return to their covenant relationship. God in
His great mercy has always sent humanity prophets when
they went wayward. Prophecy is fundamentally God
addressing man, calling him to repentance, truth and liberty.
Hosea, the Prophet of God’s Divine Compassion, is a
prophet of the 8th Century BC, a time when Israel had
abandoned covenant faithfulness with the Lord and went
into wholesale adoption of pagan practices. What Israel’s
idolatry meant to God – how He continued to love and
long for his people to return - is seen in Hosea’s own
bitter experience. He was called to marry a prostitute,
Gomer, who would symbolise Israel’s unfaithfulness in
idolatry by betraying and deserting him. The theme of
Hosea’s prophecy is God’s mercy to a sinful Israel who
will come back to God in heartfelt repentance. Hosea
brought her back publicly: Then I said to her, “You will
wait for me for many days; you will not prostitute yourself
or belong to any man; I in turn will wait for you.” (Hosea
3:3) - and took her again to himself. The God of Divine
Compassion never stops loving and forgiving.

Mercy becomes flesh

The Prophet Isaiah continually encouraged the Israelites to
trust in God's mercy: “A throne shall be set up in mercy, and
on it shall sit in fidelity, in David’s tent, a judge upholding
right, prompt to do justice” (Isaiah 16:5). God in his great
mercy will send the Messianic King. In Isaiah 7:14, the
Prophet addressed the House of David: “Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign; the young woman, pregnant and
about to bear a son, shall name him Emmanuel.”
“For to us a child is born to us, a son is given; and the
government will be upon his shoulder, and his name will be
called, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:5). Seven hundred years
later, as we find in the Infancy Narratives of Matthew
Chapter 1:18-25 and Luke Chapter 1:26-38, recorded
details of the birth of a Child, born of a Virgin, Jesus the
Son of God, Emmanuel - God-with-us. In the context of a
long-awaited Messiah, the Prophet described the qualities
of the ideal king who will govern his people with “justice
and with righteousness”. (Isaiah 9:6)
St. John-Paul II says in the opening paragraph of Dives in
Misericordia: It is "God, who is rich in mercy, whom Jesus
Christ has revealed to us as Father: it is His very Son who,
in Himself, has manifested Him and made Him known to
us.” “Christ confers a definitive meaning on the whole of
the Old Testament tradition about God's mercy. Not only
does He speak of it and explain it by the use of comparisons
and parables, but above all He Himself makes it incarnate
and personifies it. He Himself, in a certain sense, is mercy.
“(Dives in Misericordia, #2)

Isaiah Chapter 61, verses 1 and 2 is a passage that
speaks of an anointed one who preaches the good news

to the poor, frees the people who are imprisoned, heals
the blind and releases the oppressed. In Luke Chapter 4,
Verses 18-19, 21, Jesus relates this Bible passage to
Himself before he began his Galilean ministry: “ Jesus
… was handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He
unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it was
written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to
proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.” He then said to
the crowd in the synagogue: “Today this scripture
passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”
“Jesus Christ as the fullest revelation of God is found in
his relationships with the marginalised, sinners and
outcasts. His deep compassion for the tired and exhausted
crowds, His healing and curing of the people’s illnesses,
His raising of the dead, particularly of the widow of
Nain’s son, His driving away evil spirits that oppress
and enslave people.” (MV #8)
The message of mercy is found all four Gospels. In the
Gospel of Luke, the mercy of God takes centre stage. In
the Canticles of Benedictus and Magnificat found in the
opening chapter of the Gospel, the Evangelist shows us
that it is in the God of Israel, the God of the Old
Testament, that the God of mercy who is active in the
Good News, is about his Son, Jesus. “His mercy is from
age to age on those who fear him” (Vs 50)
“To give his people knowledge of salvation through the
forgiveness of their sins, because of the tender mercy of
our God by which the daybreak from on high will visit
us. (Vs 77-78)

“Be merciful, just as [also]
your Father is merciful.” (Luke 6:36)
One of the most memorable parables Jesus taught is the
Parable of the Prodigal Son, found only in the Lukan
Gospel. The tender mercy of the Father, as illustrated in
the famous painting by Rembrandt, is the outstretched
arms of a father who had waited eagerly for the return of
a son that had wished him dead to receive his share of
his inheritance, only to squander it in a life of dissipation. The father loved unconditionally, made the first
move and ran to embrace the returning son, restoring his
sonship by putting the best robe on him, a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet.
In those outstretched arms of the all-forgiving father,
Henri Nouwen in his book ‘The Return of the Prodigal
Son’ wrote, “mercy becomes flesh; upon them forgiveness,
reconciliation, and healing come together, and through
them, not only the tired son, but also the worn-out father
find their rest.”
Together with other two Parables of mercy, namely the
Lost sheep and the Lost Coin, “God is always presented
as full of joy, especially when he pardons. In them we
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NCC Blog

Over twenty members NCC

choir for the night

Fr Eugene led the commu
nity in prayer five minute
s
before midnight as the cou
ntdown began

NEW YEAR’S EVE COUNTDOWN
The CNCC (Combined Neighbourhood Christian Communities)
organized the event which HolyFam had not witnessed for the longest
time. The participation from parishioners was very encouraging. As the
second level of the church got filled up, the third level central portion
was opened to accommodate more worshippers. A group of Good
Shepherd Sisters from Angola who were visiting Singapore also joined
the celebrations. Fr Eugene Vaz led the community in a thanksgiving
service.

welcome the New Year
Everyone joined hands to
with Auld Lang Syne.

sisters
Performance by the Good Shepherd

Thanksgiving Mass at 10:30 pm

Fellowship after mass

Fr Don and a parishioner from Bedok NCC
celebrated their birthdays

Praise and worship while wait
ing to

Continued from page 5...

find the core of the Gospel and of our faith, because
mercy is presented as a force that overcomes everything,
filling the heart with love and bringing consolation
through pardon.” (MV #9)
It is St. Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles, in whose
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ring in the New Year

dance
Everyone joined the Flash mob

Letters are found the praise and proclamation of God’s
mercy and exhorts his audience to practice it. “But God,
who is rich in mercy, because of the great love he had for
us, even when we were dead in our transgressions,
brought us to life with Christ (by grace you have been
saved)” (Ephesians 2:4-5)
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Risen Life

IN THE JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY

Damian Boon

“So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When
Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.” (Col 3:1-4)

Alleluia! Christ the Lord is truly Risen! Are you encountering
the Risen Lord in a closer and more intimate way this Easter
season? Are you growing in faith through regular contact
with Him in the scriptures and the Eucharist? Are you
“overcome with Paschal joy” as you daily experience more
of the Lord’s love, mercy, protection and care for you?

Baptism and New Life in Christ

On Easter Sunday, as we were all blessed with the water
from the Easter Vigil during the Sprinkling Rite, after
renewing our baptismal promises, we recalled our own
baptism, when we became sons and daughters of God and
entered into New Life in Christ. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church (CCC) No 1694 and 1695 states that
through the grace of Baptism, we share in the very nature
of God Himself, living the risen life of His Son Jesus
Christ. We encounter the great Mercy of God, our sins are
washed clean by His precious blood (see 1 Peter 1:19) and
we are filled with the Holy Spirit. We are thus called to live
our lives in a manner pleasing to God (see Rom 12:1-2),
and to truly live out this sacrifice by our daily works of
love and mercy to others, bearing the fruits of the Spirit love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control (see Gal 5:22-23).

Are We Really Living the Risen Life?

Yet, how many of us daily live out this reality of the Lord’s
resurrection? Or do we go about our lives, rushing and
feeling stressed, pre-occupied with trying to make progress
in life and often being oblivious to the Lord’s presence.
Why this disconnect between faith and our lives? Why this
lack of congruency between what we believe in (and even
talk about) and our daily actions?
Perhaps it is because we have been looking at the resurrection
from a wrong perspective. The resurrection of Christ and
risen life is not a matter of understanding an idea or theory;
it is encountering the Risen Lord who reveals to us His
wounded hands, feet and side as a sign of His Divine
Mercy and echoing the cry of St Thomas: “My LORD and
my GOD!” (see John 20:28). He stands at the door of our
hearts and knocks, desiring that we hear His call and open
the door to let Him in (see Rev 3:20). We have got to be
alert, attentive and responsive to Jesus. We have got to
recognize His voice, the voice of the Good Shepherd who
calls us, His sheep, to encounter His mercy and love.
I’d like to propose a simple approach to guide us along in our
reflection. The model is called RISE – R stands for Rejoice;
I for Intimacy; S for Service and the E represents Eucharist.
8 The Connection

Rejoice In The
Lord Always! (Phil 4:4)

This instruction from St.
Paul is the first step to help
us launch into the Risen Life
of the Lord. This joy and
rejoicing is not the same as
happiness which tends to be
fleeting and dependent on
CHRIST
our external environment
The LORD is risen,
and circumstances. Joy is
Alleluia!
something way deeper –
down into the depths of our soul. It is a state of being
inside of us, in our emotional, mental and spiritual state
that allows us to hold on to a sense of good and right,
connection and peace, even while we are facing difficult
times. The reason we have true and authentic joy, in spite
of our trials and suffering, is because “the Lord is near”
(Phil 4:5) and very close to us.

Many million things go right with us every day and only
a half dozen things go wrong. Yet do we look at the
‘wrong things’ with a spirit of ‘doom and gloom’? Or do
we choose to praise and thank the Lord? So, don't be too
quick to react, panic or get angry! Take a deep breath and
call out to the Holy Spirit to give you the strength to
rejoice, exult and give thanks! Then we will find that
peace which Jesus promised us.

Intimacy with Christ Our Lord

Living the New Life in Christ is all about the
life-transforming encounter with Jesus, the Merciful Lord
- experiencing His forgiveness and loving embrace when
we have sinned and strayed from Him, feeling His comfort
and consolation in our trials and difficulties. Being in a
close and intimate union with Jesus takes work – it means
prayer and spending quiet time with the Lord, reading and
reflecting on His Word, being attentive and participating
actively at mass, seeking His Face (see Ps 27:8) and
striving to do His Will. It means renouncing ourselves and
taking up our daily cross to follow him in a spirit of
humility and self-surrender (see Lk 9:23). Jesus, in His
love and mercy, calls us. He is the One who makes the first
move. It is up to us to respond.

Serving Others with Love

The New Life in Christ must be lived out daily by our
love and service to our family and others – to “love one
another, as I have loved you” (see John 13:34). It is about

using our talents, skills and abilities coupled with
the charisms and gifts of the Holy Spirit with a
heart of love and charity that seeks to bring the
greatest good to others. This, then, is
Mercy-In-Action!
Whether extraordinary or
simple and humble, charisms are graces of the
Holy Spirit which directly or indirectly benefit the
Church, ordered as they are to her building up, to
the good of men, and to the needs of the world
(CCC No 799).

NCC Blog

Lent 2016 and Works of Mercy
All Neighbourhood Christian Communities (NCCs) gathered
for the weekly reflections using the Lenten Booklet prepared
by ONE.

We all have different gifts, for different and varied
types of service. Yet, we are all called to a unity of
purpose: to love the Lord, serve others and build up
God’s Church (see 1 Cor 12: 4-11). Let us all strive
to serve with great faithfulness and love, and so
continue growing in our faith.

Eucharistia – Always be
Thankful! (Col 3:15)

"The Eucharist (which comes from the Greek word
Eucharistia, meaning Thanksgiving) is the source
and summit of the Christian life” (CCC No 1324).
Thus for all of us, the best and highest expression
of our New Life in Christ is to be a man or woman
of the Eucharist. It means being a people of thanksgiving and gratitude. The psalmist encourages us:
"Give thanks to The Lord for He is good, for His
love has no end." (see Ps 118:1) God loves us
infinitely and has blessed us with every gift. Do we
express our gratitude by saying "Thank You,
Lord!" at every possible opportunity? Or do we
take all these blessings for granted and complain
incessantly when things don't go our way?

Marine Drive and Telok Kurau NCCs at St Joseph Church,
Bukit Timah for the Stations of the Cross

Works of Mercy
This year, the Divine Mercy group along with the NCCs
visited seven homes to pray for the home bound on the first
three days of the Divine Mercy Novena (Good Friday to
Easter Sunday). On 2nd April, everyone gathered in church at
3pm to pray on the ninth day of the Novena. Fr Damian
prayed over those who are sick.

Being Eucharist also involves Sacrifice. Like Jesus
who gave His life for us, are we ready to give our
all - time, money, resources, comfort and pleasure
- for the sake of others instead of saying, " How
can I be bread broken and wine poured out for
them? Why should I be ‘Merciful like the
Father’?” Can we extend forgiveness to and seek
reconciliation with those who have hurt us badly in the footsteps of our Master?

Come, Holy Spirit!

This Eastertide is a time of grace for us to truly live
out the New Life in Christ in the Jubilee Year of
Mercy. We conclude this reflection with the words
of Pope Francis in Miserecordiae Vultus (MV):
“We want to live this Jubilee Year in light of the
Lord’s words: Merciful like the Father. The Evangelist reminds us of the teaching of Jesus who says,
“Be merciful just as your Father is merciful” (Lk
6:36). It is a programme of life, as demanding as it
is, rich with joy and peace. Jesus’ command is
directed to anyone willing to listen to his voice (cf.
Lk 6:27” (MV No 13). We pray that as the Holy
Spirit pours God’s love into our hearts (see Rom
5:5), this Divine Love we receive may move us to
proclaim and share the Lord’s abundant mercy
with others.
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Growing in
with

Faith

Mary

A sharing on the visit of The Icon of Mary,
Star of the New Evangelization,
to HolyFam by Damian Boon
Last year, our parish welcomed the Icon of Mary, Star of
the New Evangelization, as part of its tour throughout the
Archdiocese of Singapore during the Year of Consecration
to Our Lady.
The visit began with Mass celebrated by our Parish Priest,
Fr Eugene Vaz. In his homily, Fr Vaz reinforced the
messages of Pope St John Paul II, Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVI and our Holy Father Pope Francis on the urgency of
evangelization. He encouraged us to get to know the Lord
Jesus more and to have a closer personal relationship with
Jesus, so that we can bring Him to others. He invited us to
draw close to Mary who was so filled with Jesus that she
brought Him forth into the world as His mother, shared
Him with others, accompanied Him in His ministry, stood
by him in His trials and at His Cross and kept watch in
prayer with the Apostles in the Upper Room during
Pentecost. Through this encounter of Jesus along with Our
Blessed Mother Mary, we will grow in faith and love for
Christ, live our Christian lives according to the Lord’s
ways with zeal and enthusiasm thus having a positive
impact in other peoples’ lives.
Prayer services were held every evening to provide our
parishioners with the opportunity to come together as a
community to pray for the Lord’s blessings to be faithful
and fruitful in mission. The Holy Family Charismatic
Prayer Group led the service ‘Adoring the Lord Jesus with
Our Lady’ on Tuesday. The different Praesidia of our
Parish’s Legion of Mary, fronted by Mother Most Amiable
Praesidium, led ‘Praying the Rosary with Our Blessed
Mother’. ‘Intercessory Prayers with Mary, Help of Christians’
was led by the Holy Family Intercessory Prayer Group with
Praise and Worship Songs, Reading of the Word, Prayers of
Praise, Thanksgiving and Reparation and Intercessions for
the world, the Church, our parish, for the sick and many
others who are in need and placing it all into Our Blessed
Mother’s hands through the Prayer of Consecration.
Friday evening’s prayer service, ‘Growing in Faith with
Mary’, began with an exuberant and Spirit-filled Praise and
Worship session and the Prayer of Consecration, followed
by the much-awaited talk by Fr Jacob Ong, a Redemptorist
priest, on “Mary, Our Help and Model for Evangelization”.
Fr Ong shared on John 19:25-27 – “Meanwhile, standing
near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s
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sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he
loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman,
here is your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is
your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into
his own home.” He said that Mary is our Mother and we
should draw close to her at all times and to take her into
our homes, as John did. He reminded us to reflect on
Mary’s story to get to know her better and the best way is
through thoughtful meditation on the various mysteries of
the Rosary.

He went on to share that Mary was overshadowed by the
Holy Spirit and conceived Jesus, and that the Holy Spirit
continued to give her strength to bring God’s love and
help to others like Elizabeth in her time of need and the
young couple at the wedding at Cana who had run out of
wine. The Spirit also enabled Mary to face many
challenges, including standing near the cross of Jesus as
He died. The same Holy Spirit has also been given to us
at our Baptism and Confirmation. Encountering the Spirit
in our lives allows us, like Mary, to trust in God, to accept
our trials and sufferings, to follow Jesus, to be faithful to
the Lord and to respond with generosity to the Lord’s call
to be His witnesses and evangelize. He ended the talk by
exhorting us to bring to others an encounter of the
immense love, mercy and compassion of God in the
strength of the Holy Spirit and encouraged us to be part of
a Christian Community to experience the power and the
presence of God’s Spirit.

The highlight of the service was
when Fr Jacob invited everyone to
come forward and gather in the
sanctuary area around the Icon and
the Crucifix and be close to Jesus
and Mary, as he led us in prayer. As
the whole assembly sang these
words to the song “With All I Am”
– “Jesus I believe in You. Jesus I
belong to You. You're the reason
that I live, the reason that I sing
with all I am”, the sound of
worship, adoration, thanksgiving
and trust in the Lord resounded in
the Church and in everyone’s hearts.
Many people in the assembly felt the touch of God’s love,
comfort and peace during this anointed and sacred moment
and also throughout the entire evening. Here’s what Olivia
Tan had to say: “Fr Ong's talk was good; I found many
takeaways. He explained the mysteries of the Rosary and
how it applies to various stages and times in our lives helps so much when contemplating and praying the
Rosary. He also gave us a different view of Mary - human
like all of us but so filled with faith and intellect to see and
hear God's word. As Fr Ong said, we need to have our mind,
heart and spirit in God's Word. I found that this session truly
helps me in drawing even closer to our Lady - knowing and
loving our Holy Mother; to follow in her footsteps; to do
God's will. And I am just enjoying the sacred time praying
and contemplating when standing by Mary.”
Mary Srinivasan agreed, saying, “It felt great and
awesome to be on holy ground with Mother Mary and
Jesus. The teaching on the recitation of the Rosary is a
reminder for me to pray the Rosary more meditatively
and contemplatively with full concentration.”
The final event in the Visit of the Icon took place during the
weekend masses where the Prayer of Consecration was recited
by the whole assembly at each mass. Many parishioners
were attracted to the Icon and stood by to venerate Mother
Mary and to offer a prayer or two to Our Blessed Mother.
At the Concluding Mass to bid farewell to the Icon, we
lifted up our hearts and minds in praise and thanks to the
Lord in the Collect of the Mass, as we prayed, “Lord our
God, you give us the joy of honoring the Blessed Virgin
Mary as Mother of divine hope. In your mercy grant that,
Continued from page 12... “Beyond the Burning Bush”

Secondly, the notion of the Trinitarian nature of God is
difficult for humans to comprehend and can be confused
with polytheism. Thus, it is God's will that Christ, the
Incarnate Word of God, is to be the one who would reveal
and teach His apostles, God's Trinitarian nature and
through the Holy Spirit to the Church.

God is a mystery and His
invitation to us

As much as we attempt to fathom the nature and
attributes of God, we are persistently reminded that God

through her prayers and help, we may always live as good
citizens of this world, with our hearts fixed on the world to
come, and so receive what we look forward to in faith, the
fulfillment of all our hope. Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.”

The Tour of the Icon may have ended; the Year of
Consecration to Mary, Star of the New Evangelization
may have been officially concluded; but the work of the
New Evangelization in the worldwide Church, our
Archdiocese and our parish continues under the loving
and watchful eyes of Mother Mary. We pray that our
Lady will ask the Lord to form us to be His disciples, to
live and work in Communion for Mission. Thus, the
Good News of Salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ
will indeed be spread to every land, every nation and
every people, both near and far.

is beyond human comprehension. God is a mystery and
His divine name enhances that mystery. Moses' encounter
and experience of that mystery in the midst of a “blazing”
bush provoke us to reflect profoundly on its significance,
on our human frailty and our own eventual destiny.
The whole experience also reminds us that we are created
in the image of an unseen God (Genesis 1:27) and in his
Summa Theologica, St Thomas Aquinas taught us that God
continuously invites us to have a share in His Divine,
Trinitarian Life. It is up to us then, especially during this
special Holy Year of Mercy, to respond wholeheartedly to
God's invitation.
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Beyond the

“Burning Bush”
A Reflection by Michael Leong on
the mystery of God's nature and attributes

“And God said to Moses, 'I am the one who is' ...” (Exodus 3:14, Greek Septuagint version)

Figuring out God

What do you think of God? Do you think of Him as a Deity
who sits on a throne and tempers His justice with mercy
when He is unhappy or angry with us, if we do not worship
or glorify Him? Or do you think of God as a kindly, elderly
grandfather who is indifferent to whatever we do here on
earth? Or do we think of God as a morale booster when we
encounter a personal crisis?
How could we as human beings who are limited within
matter, space and time, ever figure out who God really is?
This article is a personal reflection on the Hebrews scriptures,
Exodus 3:1-15, but specifically on Exodus 3:14.

A Tetragammaton:
What is in that name?

In Exodus 3:13, Moses asked a mysterious Voice that
appeared to be coming in the midst of a seemingly blazing
bush, for His name. The latter responded by merely offering
a “to be” verb instead, in the following expression of, “I
AM” as in “I Am Who I Am” (Exodus 3:14). The descriptive
expression of “I Am Who I Am” is a transliteration of the
Hebrew theonym, "( " ֶה ְוהַיNB: reading from right to left)
which is also known as a “tetragammaton”
(Τετραγράμματον) in Greek, meaning “consisting of four
letters” because it can be transliterated into Latin alphabets
as “YHWH”. Surprisingly, upon reflection on Exodus 3:14,
much can be deduced on the nature and attributes of the God
whose voice appeared to be heard within the “burning bush”.

A God who has no name

In the Jawhist version of God's creation (Genesis 2:4-2:24)
in Genesis 2:18 narrative, we read that God brought to man
all the birds and all the beasts and called him to name each
one of them. In Biblical parlance, the very act of naming
signifies an act of “dominance”, “authority” and “masterful”.
This notion of “dominance” is further reinforced in the
Priestly version of the creation narrative (Genesis 1:1-2:3)
where both man and woman are called to be “masters of the
fish of the seas, the birds of the heaven and all living
animals” (Genesis 1:28). Within our modern context,
parents name their children, signify their authority and that,
the children belong to them and are dependent on them.
God does not have a name and thus, He described Himself to
Moses as “I Am Who I Am” (or “I Am Who Is”). Having no
name, God is unique. It signifies that God has no one above
or superior to Himself and He does not belong to any entities.
He is not dependent on anyone or anything. In other words,
God is one and only. He is supreme and almighty. All created
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Eternity in the “I AM”

Moreover, the uncreated-ness of God is very much alluded
to, when God expressed Himself as “I Am Who I Am” (or
“I AM Who Is”) as always in the “present tense”. God is
eternal. There are neither 'past' nor “future” tenses in God.
God simply “is”. God is always present, here and now. To
God, time is meaningless.
The inference is significant because as God is unbound
by time, space and matter unlike us humans, God is
therefore, immaterial, unchangeable, transcendent,
omnipresent and a living spiritual Being. As God is
beyond and independent of time, it can reasonably be
deduced that God is omniscient as He is aware of our
past, present and future.

A personal God

In metaphysics, “personal” does not mean “private”. God
is a spiritual Being who is also a Person. God alluded
Himself as a personal Being when He related Himself to
Moses and revealed to him as “I AM Who I Am”. God is
not some kind of a “force” as in the Star Wars context.
Neither is God, a 'cosmic energy' in the New Age context.
In metaphysics and in the parlance of phenomenology,
God is a personal Being who has an acute sense of
self-awareness of who He is. He has the competencies to
relate to Himself and to His creation. God has intellect, is
knowledgeable and a rational being. He acts, reacts and
has free, independent will.

Trinitarian nature not
revealed yet

However, the descriptive expression of “I Am Who I Am” does
not reveal anything about the greatest secret: the Trinitarian
nature of God. Indeed throughout the entire encounters
between God and Moses and throughout the history of
Israel before Christ, God has yet to reveal His Trinitarian
nature. Why? There could be two essential reasons.
Firstly, during the time of Moses and throughout the old
testament history of Israel, the practice of polytheism
was common and widespread. Israel was surrounded
with polytheism of its neighbours. Thus, the Israelite
monotheism was at that point in time the culmination of
its historical circumstances. To avoid the hustle and
bustle of confusion pertaining to polytheism, Israel
needed to exert its monotheism.
Continued on page 11...
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things depend upon causes to exist, both to become and to
be. But in God, He is the only “cause” and source of all
creation. God is an uncreated Being.

editor@holyfamily.org.sg

Printed by FOCAL PRINT PRODUCTION

